Elk Township Economic Development Committee
Monday May 09, 2016 7:30pm
Elk Township Municipal Building
MINUTES
MEMBERS				PRESENT

Ted Schmidt				____X_______
Delores Swanson			___________
Doris Brady				___________
Pete Conners				___________
Heidi Creta				____X_______
Kevin French	                                           ___________ 
JoAnn Capelli                 			____X_______
Carolyn-King Sammons (liaison)		____X_______

· Call to order – At 7:40pm
· Review of open items
· List of parcels available for development in the Township – Still being worked on, some parcels have been identified. One large parcel on Buck rd., which is owned by the County, we are unable to get a response from the county on its eventual disposition. Will continue to try and get a decision from them.
· Town Board update – Liquor license will be put up for sale this year by the Township.
· Rowan University Zoning Pilot Program – update – No progress to date
· Meet and greet Business in town – Update – Ted stopped into a couple of the local business and asked what we could do to help them. They had no immediate needs. We will put together a letter to all Elk Township business explaining what we can do to help them, succeed.
· Road Signage to promote Elk – Update – Signage in the township is a ongoing problem, since many of the roads that need signs are not township roads and the rules are made by the state or county, who again seem to be slow in responding to our requests.
· The industrial park is a prime example, since the land leading to it is controlled by either Glassboro, the County or a private business, its hard to know who we need permission from??
· Another is issue are signs advertising local businesses, because of various agencies controlling the roads, etc.
· Website -report – After talking to a number of businesses and realizing that we don’t have a lot of desirable commercial locations, it was discussed that we may want to tie into our agricultural heritage and look into promoting the growing of two more crops that are in demand in and around our area. Those crops being GRAPES for wine production and HOPS for beer production. 
· There are many wineries in Southern NJ that are in need of a better supply of grapes. Since we are located in the “Outer Coastal Plain” which lends itself to grape production, this would be a good match for our farmland.
· We also noticed the rise of Microbreweries in the area and the fact they are in need of stable supplies of hops for their beer production and again our farmland is well suited for this crop as well.
· We feel this could also lead to the creation of Wineries and Microbreweries in our township. 
· We will be doing some research into how we can help those interested in moving in that direction and be posting this information on the Website.
· Meetings members have attended or are planning to attend – update –
· A couple of area meetings were attended and they provided a forum for idea and information exchange
· Public Session
· Opened at 8:30pm
· Close Public session
· Closed at 8;35pm – no one was present
· Other Business
· We discussed the content of the letter to the business owners and members will be putting their thoughts down for next meeting.
· We will look into joining other ED groups in NJ to help us with our mission
· Next meeting
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Monday June 06, 2016 at 7:30pm
· Meeting Adjournment – at 8:45pm


